
First Thoughts 
David Hull, Pastor 

 
 
 
 
Last Sunday our church extended a  
call to Jeremy Wilkerson to be our 
Contemporary Worship Leader. His 
ministry among us will begin March 1. 
With great excitement and anticipation 

we launch a new ministry together with Jeremy and Kristin.      
I want to offer special thanks to the Search Committee who 
worked hard to bring us to the point of this call. Something new 
is about to begin. 
 
As you read this Messenger you need to know that this is the 
final issue produced by Sue McElyea. After sixteen wonderful 
years of serving on our church staff, Sue is retiring this week. 
For thirty years she worked for the government and then 
began a new career in our church office. With an elegant 
grace, Sue has made an impact on all of us who work at First 
Baptist. Each week you have been touched by her work as you 
read The Messenger or study the announcements on 
Wednesdays or Sundays. Countless times her careful eye has 
caught my mistakes before you could ever see them – and for 
that I am grateful. 
 
We are not saying “goodbye” to Sue. She will continue to be 
active in the life of our church. We are saying “thank you” for 
all that she has meant to our church through her work on our 
staff.  I hope that you will join me in thanking her as a long and 
wonderful service to the church is coming to an end. 
 
Endings . . . and beginnings. In the great rhythm of life we 
experience both. So for Jeremy and all of the new beginnings 
of life we offer the words of the Lord found in Isaiah 43:19.  “I 
am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it?”  And for Sue and all of the endings that we face 
we offer the words of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 1:3. “I 
thank my God every time I remember you.” 
 

Sunday, February 28, 2010                    
Sermon:  “Born Again” 

John 3:1-21 

First Fellowship  -  8:15 a.m. 

Music from A2O 

Sunday School  -   9:15 a.m. 

Sanctuary Worship  -  10:30 a.m. 

Music from FBC Orchestra 

The Young Musicians will sing. 

Sanctuary Choir anthem:  Honor and Glory—Bach 

Sunday Evening  -  5:00 p.m. 

Joyful, Joyful 
We adore thee 

A Concert of Great Hymns presented by the 
combined orchestras of 

          Dawson Memorial Baptist,  Birmingham, 
and  First Baptist, Huntsville  

We hope you are planning to attend this concert!  With 

over 80 instrumentalists filling our Choir Loft, the sound 

in the room will be incredible.  The concert will begin 

with the deeply meaningful setting of The Star-

Spangled Banner by Zaninelli before settling into a 

program of great hymn arrangements that the groups 

will play individually and combined.   

WOMEN ON MISSION                                                       
Tuesday, March 2, 9:30 a.m. - Room 118 

HANDS-ON-PROJECTS 

                   for   

        The Dominican Republic 

     Children Hemmed in Prayer 

         St. Jude Hospital 

    Bring pinking shears, scissors, sewing machines. 

 February 25, 2010 



Ministry Calendar 

 
 
Sunday, February 28 
First Fellowship 8:15 AM       
Library Open  9:00—9:15 AM 
Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Library Open 10:10-10:45 AM 
Sanctuary Worship 10:30 AM 
Library Open 11:40 AM-12:00 PM 
Orch. Snacks/FH 4:00 PM 
Youth Choir/CR,140,343 4:00 PM 
FBC & Dawson Memorial Baptist 
   Church Orchestra Concert/Sanct 5:00 PM 
Youth Fun Night/Off Campus 6:00 PM 
 
  
Monday, March 1 
Women’s BSF Leaders/FH 4:45 AM     
Hallelujah Choir/CR 10:30 AM 
BSF/Chapel,Parlor,3rd Floor,Chapel 5:00 PM 
 
 
Tuesday, March 2 
Spiritual Formations Grp./Parlor 7:00 AM 
Tues. Morn. Intercess./242 7:00 AM 
Ministers’ Mtg./Parlor 9:00 AM 
Beth Moore Bible Study/342 9:00 AM 
WEE Ministry/Chapel 9:30 AM 
Women on Mission Activity/118 9:30 AM 
Staff Mtg./Parlor 10:30 AM 
Music Staff/Parlor 1:00 PM 
A20 Rehearsal/FH  5:00  PM 
Boy Scouts, Trp. 70/312          7:00  PM 
 
 

Wednesday, March 3 
Precept Bible Study/342 9:00 AM 
WEE/ Ministry/Chapel 9:30 AM 
Library Open              10:00 AM—1:00 PM 
Library Open  4:00—5:00 PM 
Young Musicians Handbells 4:00 PM 
Supper/FH 4:45 PM 
M&M/2nd & 3rd Floors  5:20 PM   
Beth Moore Bible Study/112 5:30 PM 
Stewardship Comm/115 5:30 PM 
YA Group/107 5:30 PM 
Trustees/117 5:30 PM 
Prayer Meeting/FH 5:45 PM 
Lift-Off/309-310 6:00 PM 
Orch. Reh./141,Sanct 6:00 PM 
Youth Snacks/312 6:30 PM 
Sanctuary Choir/CR 7:00 PM 
Finance Comm 7:00 PM 
 
 
Thursday, March 4 
Men’s Fraternity 6:00 AM 
Moms in Touch/Parlor 8:00 AM 
ESL/1st Floor & FH 9:00 AM 
Forum/107 6:00 PM 
Daybreak Reh./FH 6:30 PM 
 
 
Friday, March 5 
Men’s BSF Leaders/Parlor     4:45 AM 
 
 
Saturday, March 6 
Korean School/3rd Floor 9:00 AM-12:00  PM 
 

Music and Worship 

Billy Orton, Minister of Music and Worship 

Elizabeth Hostetter, Associate Minister of Music and Organist 

Amanda Allen, Minister of Children’s Music and Missions 

 

Music Ministries to Note—  

 
             Our Sanctuary Choir Mid-Winter 
Retreat has been rescheduled for this 
Saturday, February 27.  It will include 
preparation of music for the Easter season as well as the music 
for Bluegrass and Stained Glass (May 16).  Come and sing! 
 
            Youth Choir sings for morning worship again on March 7.  
 
           Handbell Choirs are up and ringing!  Contact the Music 
Ministry Office for more details. 
 

           The Hallelujah Choir  -  If you are age 55+ and can get to 
the choir room and be seated, we invite and encourage you to 
join us.  We meet at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays;  we do not meet in 
the summer.   We are currently in a contest to see which member 
of the choir can enlist the most new members.  So come join us 
on a Monday morning and let us know whom you want credited 
for your presence.   The choir has begun work on a very special 
project for this Spring.  WE WELCOME YOU.  COME JOIN US !!          
         —Wendell Powers     

AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 

FBC is privileged to host the first Huntsville American Guild of Organists 
Scholarship Competition on Saturday, March 13.  This event is open to the 
public and is free.  The competition will begin at noon and has three 
finalists (two from Michigan and one from Louisiana).  The winner will be 
decided by three judges as well as the audience which will have a vote.  
Following the competition, Paul Jacobs, concert organist and Juilliard 
professor of organ, will give an organ masterclass.  The competition begins 
at noon.  The masterclass will begin as soon as the competition is over and 
will last until approximately 5:00 p.m.  This is an opportunity to hear our 
wonderful Casavant organ played by up-coming young artists and taught 
by one of  America’s best-known organists.  Jacobs will also present an 
organ recital Friday, March 12, 7:30 p.m. at Trinity Methodist.  Tickets 
for that event are available through the Huntsville Chamber Music Guild, 
824-6540 or www.hcmg.uah.edu 



Student Ministries 
Jamie Mackey, Minister to Students 

 

FYI 

Menu 
Wednesday, March 3 

Adults 
Sweet & Sour Chicken on Rice 

Mixed Vegetables 
Roll  -  Dessert 

 
Salad 

 Chef’s Salad 
(Reservations for salad must be turned 

in by noon on Wednesday.) 
 

Kid’s Meal 
Pizza, Fruit, Cookie, Milk 

 
STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
Week #20  -  February 14, 2010  

 
Year-to-Date Goal: $1,722,457.50 
 
Offering:  

This Week $47,130.15 
YTD $1,821,947.15 

Debt Retirement: 
This Week $705.00 
YTD $27,850.00 
 

Week #21  -  February 21, 2010 
 

Year-to-Date Goal: $1,804,938.75 
 
Offering:  

This Week $56,622.02 
YTD $1,878,569.17 

Debt Retirement: 
This Week $390.00 
YTD $28,240.00 

 
 

ATTENDANCE 
February 21, 2010 

 
Sunday School 

 
Preschool 83 
Children 131 
Students 126 
Adults 680 
Brookdale—Regular Attenders 15 
New Members 3 
Visitors 40 
TOTAL 1078 
 

Worship Services 
 
First Fellowship                            434 
Sanctuary Worship                       756 
Young Musicians Trip                    23 
TOTAL                                         1213 
 

 
Visionary Parenting 

Sunday March 7-April 25 
5:00 -6:15 p.m.  -  Room 108 
Contact Cindy Russell at         

cindyr@fbchsv.org for more                                                                               

information or to register.   

  

Sunday, February 28 
at The Station in Bridge Street 

Time:  6:30-8:30 PM 
Students bring $10 

Covers bowling & pizza. 
We’ll bowl from 6:30-7:30 PM. 

Other games & snacks are at the 
students’ cost. 

Cost:� $240�per�student�
Registration�still�open�even�through�the�

early-bird�price�has�passed.�

A Missions Weekend                        
for Students 

Partnered with Serving the City 
 

First Baptist is hosting the first Mission Madness in   
Alabama.  This CBF-sponsored event has been        

successful for a number of years in Georgia.  This year 
the missions weekend crosses the state line into      
Alabama and more importantly to the Rocket City. 

 
Over 200 students from various churches in Alabama 
will join our students for a worship, fun, and most     

importantly, service in the name of Christ                               
to the city of Huntsville. 

 

April 16-18 
Cost:  $25  
(this is cheap!) 

Registration Deadline: March 28 
FBC Students will be staying D-Now style  

for the weekend.  All meals and activities are covered  
from Friday night to Sunday morning. 

 

Volunteers are Needed! 
Volunteers are needed at different points during the 
weekend.  If you are interested in helping with the   
parking, greeting, meal preparation, ministry sites,     
and much more, please contact Becky Soutullo 

(becky100emc@gmail.com) or check the                  
Mission Madness Volunteer space on the                          

Serving the City brochure. 

Attention Students! 
The FBC Library has just added 21 devotion books written for students.  Included in these 

books are the “Deeper” series by Kevin Johnson; the “Wisdom on…” series by Mark 
Matlock; the Middle School Survivor Series by Kurt Johnston and Mark Oestreicher; teen-
ager writer Zach Hunter’s Be the Change, Generation Change, and Lose Your Cool; and 

several more.  Check out the books and grow in your faith. 

Upcoming Student 

Events 
 
February 28 FUN Night 
March 13-17 Spring Camp 
March 28 FUN Night 
April 16-18 Mission Madness 

Weekend 
April 25 FUN Night 
May 22-23 Graduate Weekend 
May 30-June 6   Perry County      

Mission Trip 
June 14-18 VBS 
June 26 – July 5     Summer    

Mission Trip to 
Waterbury, CT & 
Philadelphia, PA 

Online Devotion 
Guide to use         
during Lent: 

http://www.d365.org/
journeytothecross/ 



 

Preschool Ministries 
Joy Moore, Minister to Preschool 

 

Preschoolers and Worship 
When you think of worship, do your thoughts turn only to a church service? While corporate worship is impor-
tant to spiritual and moral growth and helps people feel closer to God, it is not the only kind of worship. 
Worship with a church family brings multiple blessings. Corporate worship can enrich lives and help worship-
ers develop wholesome attitudes about God. As people unite their voices in praise, prayer, studying the Bible, 
and giving money, a unity in the family is created. As people catch the true attitude of worship, it can lead to a 
renewed commitment to Christ. Every worship service is approached with high expectations. Expect to wor-
ship God with body, soul, and mind. 
Worship is different things to different people. Ultimately, all worship takes place within oneself. Spontaneous 
moments of worship can happen many times during the day. 
Preschoolers have difficulty understanding meanings of some specific acts of worship. But they can learn 
about worship on their level of understanding in an environment where they feel free to raise questions and 
express feelings. Preschoolers think on a concrete level and parents can answer their questions with simple, 
honest answers. 

The parent will share many worshipful moments in an environment where a child can feel the awe and wonder of God. As a parent 
uses Bible conversation or recalls a Bible story, sings a song about God and Jesus, or bows her head and says a simple prayer to God, 
both parent and child will experience awesome moments of worship. 

Spiritual foundations laid during the preschool years will influence a child’s relationship with God throughout his life. Preschoolers 
need positive experiences to help them learn spiritual concepts about God. When a warm, trusting relationship has developed between pre-
schoolers and their parents, a solid foundation has been laid where children can develop positive spiritual concepts about God and worship. 

All aspects of a child’s growth and development affect his spiritual growth. The Bible helps us know how children should grow when 
it says “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with people” (Luke 2:52). Truly this is the way parents 
should help preschoolers grow and develop as whole persons. 
       
        by Chrstine C. McCauley; courtesy of Worship KidStyle 

 
 

FAITH COMMUNITY                       
NURSING MINISTRY 

 
“The Lord is my strength and shield.  I trust him with all 

my heart.  He helps me, and my heart is filled with joy.”  
Psalm 28:7 NLT 
 
Women need to be specifically concerned about two risk factors.  
Depression is twice as common in women and doubles or triples 
the risk of heart disease over women without depression.  The feel-
ings of disinterest and hopelessness make living a healthy lifestyle 
difficult, especially when trying to remedy any weight gain.  Meno-
pause is the other risk factor because of the changes in hormone 
levels.  Studies have shown that a decrease in estrogen may con-
tribute to higher risk of heart attack but hormone replacement is not 
unconditionally recommended.  Rather, lifestyle changes are en-
couraged to minimize the impact of menopause and decrease the 
risk of heart attack. 
 
 

 

 

 
Orders are being taken now for Easter lilies to be 

placed in the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday.  If you 

would like to purchase a lily in memory of or in honor 

of someone, you will find order envelopes at the wel-

come centers and in the Church Office.  Cost is $7. 
Deadline to purchase is Sunday, March 21.   Please 

turn in envelope and payment to Susan Williams in 

the Church Office. 

MEET FBC! 

 
A Class for Early Adulthood Guests                              

and New Members 
Sunday mornings, 9:15 AM, Room 241A 

 
An opportunity to meet and connect with                                  
some  of the people  and ministries of FBC. 

 
   
 
             Spring Class Schedule 
 
 Feb. 28  Jamie Mackey 
 March 7  Mark Seanor 
 March 14  Building Tour (Spring Break) 
 March 21 Billy Orton 
 March 28 Joy Moore 
 April 4  Pam McDaniel (Easter) 
 April 11 Cindy Russell 
 April 18  Amanda Allen 
 April 25  Jud Reasons 
 May 2  Breakfast 
 

To register for Meet FBC, contact Pam McDaniel 
(428-9403; pam@fbchsv.org) or simply come to 
Room 241A on Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. 



Foundations for Life on Sunday Nights 
 (March 7 - April 25, 2010) 

 

Foundations � Began January 10 � Fellowship Hall 
Led by Dr. David Hull 
The Letter to the Romans has played an important role throughout Christian history in the renewal of 
individual believers. In this letter, the Apostle Paul gives us an understanding of God that has a deep 
foundation and that soars to great heights of faith. The book is one of the “mountain top” experiences of 
the entire Bible. Each Sunday night we will explore the richness of Romans and hope that this in-depth 
study will lead to renewal in the minds and hearts of those who participate. 
 

Youth Choir � Sundays at 5PM � Choir Room 
 

Financial Peace University � Began January 10 � Parlor 
Facilitated by Hunter & Alison Hoskins 
This course teaches families and individuals how to handle their money through biblical, common sense 
principles and small group accountability. As people walk through FPU together, marriages are healed as 
couples get on the same page about money, parents learn how to teach their children about money, 
singles are kept accountable to responsible money management, and relationships within the church grow.  
 

Children’s Bible Drill � Began January 10 � Grades 4 - 6 � Rooms 225 & 226 
Led by Debbie Howard 
 

Bible Skills and Thrills � Grades 1 - 3 � Room 227 
Led by Barbara Sizemore 
 

Love Dare � Begins March 7 � Room 111 
Facilitated by Bob & Cherry Saint 
Following the movie FIREPROOF, the 40 DAYS LOVE DARE is the life/marriage changing, step by step 
daily challenge to learning to love your spouse, another imperfect person,  unconditionally, as God 
intended. The Sunday night study will review clips from the movie and have discussion about them. We 
will discuss your Love Dares from the previous week and look to the upcoming Love Dares. The Love 
Dare book is required for participation and is priced at only $5.00 ($14.99 regular price) per couple. Our 
first class will show the movie at 3:00 to those who have not seen the movie yet. Class will begin at 5:00. 
The daily Love Dare will be electronically delivered to the participants. Sign up by email to 
adultministries@fbchsv.org. 

Visionary Parenting � Begins March 7 � Room 108D 
Facilitated by Cindy Russell 
Designed to help parents capture a God-sized vision for their family. These lessons will inspire you to be 
the parent that God wants you to be, and you will learn new practical tools that you can put to use right 
away. Visionary Parenting will inspire and equip parents to impress the hearts of their kids with a love for 
God along with a wide variety of other parenting resources. 
 

Women’s Bible Study � Begins March 7 � Room 107 
Facilitated by Elaine Dickson 
Our study will use the book “Fully Devoted.” Through personal study and small group interaction, we’ll 
discuss ways to become more like Christ as we explore the depths of God’s grace and the relationship 
that He offers. Cost of book is $5. Sign up by email to adultministries@fbchsv.org  
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Early Adulthood Ministry 
Pam McDaniel, Minister to Young and Median Adults 

 
Dear FBC Family, 
 
Many of you will have already received this information, but I want to share my 
anticipation and appreciation with our entire church family.  As a part of having completed 
15 years of service on FBC staff, I receive the wonderful opportunity to spend 6 weeks on 
Study Leave Time.  Per the personnel manual, the purpose of this time is “for each 
Minister to have the opportunity to improve his or her skills and professional capacity to 
serve.” 
 
I will be taking my 6 weeks in one consecutive time period.  My last day in the office 
before leaving for Study Leave was Thursday, February 18.  I will return Sunday, April 4 
(Easter Sunday).  
 
I have three goals for my study leave: 

1. Gain new ideas and insight for Young Adult Ministry – specifically targeting ministry 

with young adults ages mid-30s and younger 

2. Develop a strategic plan for FBC’s Young and Median Adult Ministry 

Give attention to my own overall health 
 
Some of the activities I will be participating in include: 
Look at Adult Ministry in churches who are “like us.”  Converse with churches that have a 
thriving Young Adult Ministry within the context of an established multi-generational 
church environment. 
 
Look at Adult Ministry in churches who are “near us.”  Converse with churches in our 
immediate community to discover in what ways they are presently offering Young & 
Median Adult Ministry.  
 
Read some current writings about Young and Median Adult Ministry. 
 
Participate in a personal retreat. 
 
Various coordinators are in place to facilitate our ongoing Young & Median Adult Ministry 
while I am away.  Hope Davis, FBC Adult Ministry Assistant, has an on-going working 
relationship with each of the coordinators and will continue to provide outstanding 
support for them.  Hope will serve as the central point of contact if questions arise.  She 
can be reached at 428-9403 or adultministries@fbchsv.org. 
 
Isn’t it wonderful to know the ministries of FBC are handled with a team approach – with 
the hands and hearts of many serving together – so that when any one member of the 
team is away, others are there to continue in excellent ways our ministries of loving, 
serving, and growing.  
 
I am excited about the opportunity before me.  I look forward to our conversations when I 
return and our continued walk together into the future.  I am grateful for our church and 
its care for people and ministry. 
 
My prayers will be with you in the coming weeks.  I am appreciative of prayers that you 
might offer for me.   
 

With much thanks – and joy in the journey we share,      

   pam 

Family Matters 
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
Lea Foust 
2430 Johnstone Cir SE 
Huntsville AL  35803-2989 
 
Patrick Livingston 
207 Walker Ave NE Apt A 
Huntsville AL  35801-4157 
 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 
 
Teddie & Charles Carter, in the loss of her 
cousin, Marion Wolgamott 
 
Don & Deanna Geurkink in the loss of their 
son-in-law, Christy & Darrell Eldridge in 
the loss of her brother-in-law, and Caleb 
and Anna Grace Eldridge in the loss of 
their uncle, Dan Bankson 
 
Ann & Robert McMillan in the loss of her 
cousin, Elba Matchen 
 
Robert & Ann McMillan in the loss of his 
cousin, Jim Robinson 
 
Roger & Ceil Nichols in the loss of his 
cousin, Nancy Cooper 
 
Jo Pryor in the loss of her brother, Emily & 
Jack Burwell in the loss of her uncle, and 
Mary & Joshua Smith and Thomas 
Burwell in the loss of their great uncle, 
Dewey Hall 
 
Jane Starr in the loss of her uncle, Bill 
Campbell 
 
Betty & Tom Wright in the loss of her 
brother, Ben Merrill 
 
 
OUR NEWEST 
Hazel Jane Walton, daughter of  Bill and 
Marcia Walton, 4415 Hampton Ridge Dr. 
SE, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763, born 
February 18, 2010. 

 
 

 
 

Thanks 
Thank you notes have been received 

from Terry Lonergan and Nancy 

Campbell.  These have been placed on 

the bulletin board across from the 

Church Office. 

 
 


